
Look at the front cover and the blurb. 
What is your opinion of the text? 
What impressions do you get?
Do you think it will be a good book to read? 
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1. The novel begins with an extract of Ruby’s life in the present 
time, before switching to the past in Chapter 1 – ‘Australia: 
Two Months Earlier’. What is the effect of this switch? How 
does it draw the reader in?

2. In Chapter 1, Ruby is angry with her Dad and Grandma for 
moving her from Australia to India. Can you find evidence of 
her anger? Is Ruby right to feel this way? Does she adapt and 
change during the course of the book, and if so, how? 

3. In Chapter 1, we are told that Ruby’s mother has recently 
passed away. How has this impacted Ruby? Do you believe 
that Ruby’s mother is a main character in the story, even 
though she is never physically present? How?
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