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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils are positive about their school. They told us that this was because they get to
do more subjects now and they know that teachers expect them to succeed. One
pupil told us that ‘the work is challenging, but rewarding. When you master a new
skill, you feel so proud.

Pupils describe the school as a place where everyone is welcome and cared for. They
feel safe. Pupils told us that they could talk to staff and they trust them. Pupils
behave well in and around the school. Poor behaviour is rare.

Pupils enjoy taking part in a range of clubs. There are lots of opportunities to get
involved in school life by taking on a job. Pupils talked to us about becoming a
prefect or being part of the sports squad.

Pupils are polite and respectful towards each other. They often have to work
together and know that it is important to support one another. Pupils say that there
is no bullying. They feel that if it did happen, it would be dealt with swiftly.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The education on offer to pupils at this school has improved since the last
inspection. The headteacher and her team have a strong vision, which is built on the
school values of friendship, community, perseverance, joy, forgiveness and creation.
They have established a nurturing and caring environment and set high
expectations.

The headteacher and staff have developed a curriculum that meets the needs of
pupils. It is clear what leaders expect pupils to learn in each subject, year on year.
This has been carefully planned and teachers deliver the curriculum well. Some
leaders are new to the school and at an early stage in their development. This
means that their influence on pupils’ learning is not as strong as that of others.

In reading, writing, mathematics and science, teachers keep a check on what pupils
have learned and remembered effectively. They use this information well to plan
what they teach next. They are not as skilled at doing this in other subjects. Leaders
recognise this. They are making sure that they improve how teachers assess pupils’
learning in other subjects, without increasing teachers’ workload.

The headteacher is passionate about the development of reading. It is at the heart
of the school. The teaching of early reading is strong. All staff in the early years and
key stage 1 are well trained in the teaching of phonics (letters and the sounds they
represent). They know exactly what should be taught in each year group. Teachers
identify any gaps in learning quickly and the right support is put in place. The focus
on reading continues into key stage 2. Pupils told me that they love reading and
read both at home and in school. They also enjoy their teachers reading to them.
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Leaders provide pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) with
the right support. This is because they make thoughtful use of specialists to make
sure that pupils’ needs are fully met. Pupils with SEND are able to access the
learning and enjoy the same broad curriculum as their classmates.

The school’s behaviour policy sets clear expectations which all staff apply
consistently. They rarely have to remind pupils to get on with their work.

Leaders provide a variety of opportunities to help pupils develop into responsible
citizens. For example, the school has made links with schools overseas in Brazil and
France. This helps pupils to understand similarities and differences between different
cultures. Pupils also visit, for example, the chamber of commerce and engage in
debates on a range of topics such as homelessness. This helps them develop an
understanding of social issues.

Staff in Nursery and Reception have a good understanding of how young children
learn and develop. They plan activities that interest children, encouraging them to
explore and investigate. Children quickly get used to routines in the early years.
They learn to play alongside each other and show respect for adults. Staff want
children to have the best possible start to school life. They make sure that children
experience all areas of learning, keep a careful check on how they are developing
and provide support to catch up if needed.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is at the core of the school’s work. Everyone takes their responsibilities
seriously. Leaders make sure that all staff have the appropriate training. As a result,
staff are confident to identify pupils who may be at risk and report their concerns
promptly.

The designated safeguarding leads have developed strong working relationships
with the relevant agencies. They support pupils and their families, so they get the
help that they need.

Leaders are aware of the potential risks that pupils face in the community and

online. They make sure that they teach pupils how to recognise dangers and report
concerns.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Teachers use assessment effectively in reading, writing and mathematics to
inform teaching. They are not as adept at this in the foundation subjects. Leaders
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need to ensure that teachers develop their expertise to assess what pupils have
learned and remembered across the wider curriculum.

W Leaders are clear what pupils should learn each year in each subject. Some
subject leaders are new to the school. Leaders need to make sure that they have
the planned professional development so that all subject leaders have a positive
impact on the learning of pupils.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you're not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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21-22 June 2017

m Ash Cartwright and Kelsey Primary School is designated as a Church of England
primary school and its last section 48 inspection took place in December 2016.

B The current headteacher took up post in September 2017.

B The school is smaller than the average-size primary school. Pupil numbers
reduced significantly over the past two years.

B The very large majority of pupils are White British.

Information about this inspection

We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

B We evaluated the quality of education by looking in detail at the teaching of
reading, including early reading, mathematics, science and music. We discussed
the curriculum design and delivery with senior leaders, visited lessons, looked at
pupils” work and spoke to pupils, teachers and teaching assistants about the

subjects.

B I met with three members of the governing body, including the chair of
governors, and a representative from the local authority.
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B We talked to pupils both formally and informally to gain their views.

m We looked at a wide range of documentation, including the school’s plans for
improvement and self-evaluation, curriculum plans, a number of key policies,
minutes from governing body minutes, and information available on the school’s
website. We also looked at information relating to child protection, safeguarding,
behaviour and attendance.

B We considered the views of staff through formal and informal discussion and
through the 13 responses to the staff survey.

B We took account of the views of parents through the 59 responses to Ofsted’s
online survey, Parent view, and the 31 free-text comments.

Inspection team

Stephanie Scutter, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Sean McKeown Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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